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Introduction 

 
The mission statement of CDLPA is: 

1. To promote the interests of its member Associations throughout the Province of On-
tario; and 

2. To enhance the ability of its member Associations to represent and advocate the inter-
ests of their members. 

 
The Mission statement, to a considerable extent, reflects the origins of CDLPA. Our focus 
is on issues affecting the practising Bar and local Law Associations. 

CDLPA members are dedicated volunteers. For this reason, the Association has necessarily 
taken an issues-oriented approach and relies extensively on an ability to attract strong peo-
ple to speak on specific issues on behalf of the whole. The ability to consult with the prac-
tising lawyers of Ontario and to reach a consensus on these same issues has long been a 
strength of CDLPA. 

With respect to libraries, CDLPA appoints three of eight directors of Library Co.  In addi-
tion, the CDLPA Standing Committee on Libraries has regional representation across the 
Province and representatives from the Ontario County Librarians Association.   

There are a number of other Standing Committees of the Executive, including:  Profes-
sional Governance, Courts, Judiciary and Government, Legal Services, Real Estate, Rules 
and Practice Issues and Legal Aid.  All Committees are chaired by a member of the Execu-
tive. 

The activities of all Standing Committees of the Law 
Society of Upper Canada (ñLSUCò) are monitored by 
the Chair and the Executive, and there have been 
many instances in which CDLPA has been granted 
representation on Task Force and Working Groups.  
Submissions are regularly made to all Committees of 
LSUC as issues affect the profession.  In addition, a 
CDLPA Executive member has been appointed to the 
Board of Directors of LPIC. 

CDLPA will continue to fulfill its mission statement by active representation to or on the 
various Committees of LSUC that affect the practice of law in the Province of Ontario. 
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Message from the Chair 

 
Early in June 2008, your CDLPA Executive met for a two-day strategic planning session 

in order to identify critical pathways to provide the practicing lawyers in Ontario with 

clear, direct communication regarding CDLPA advocacy on their behalf, information 

about LSUC and governance, and achieving a reciprocal communications platform that 

would provide the CDLPA Executive with lawyersô input and direction on critical issues 

to them.  To that end, CDLPA has undertaken  several initiatives over the past year. 

 

Among the first was to initiate the Information Exchange Platform, which sends informa-

tion to practicing lawyers through an interactive exchange of information between law-

yers, law Associations, the CDLPA Executive and its committees. 

 

CDLPA has been steadfast in its participation on the LSUC Working Group on Sole Prac-

titioners and Small Firm Practice (ñSoles and Smallsò), which strives to complete a com-

prehensive strategy to address the graying of the bar, the frequent withdrawal of women 

from private practice, community based articling placement, succession planning and 

young lawyer recruitment. 

 

The Judicial Resources Survey Support published by CDLPA in May of 2008 has been 

met with keen attention within legal circles, government and the media.  It is the intention 

of CDLPA to turn this document, with annual updates, into a ñState of  Judicial Resources 

Reportò in Ontario in order to service the needs of the people of Ontario and to shine 

needed light on access to justice issues. 

 

The Information Exchange Platform (ñIEPò) described more fully later in this annual re-

port is the hallmark of our dedication to heighten communications and information among 

practising lawyers, law Associations and the CDLPA Executive. 

 

Regrettably, I am old enough to remember the last economic downturn that occurred in 

Ontario.  I want you to know that CDLPA remains mindful of the impact such economic 

downturns may ultimately have on the practising bar and particularly those practising in 

the areas of real estate and commercial law, in sole practice and small firm environments 

and other economically sensitive disciplines and business models.  Throughout 2009, we 

will direct efforts towards ensuring that there is an eye to service and a measurable in-

crease in the CDLPA deliverables to the practising lawyers of Ontario. 

 

Randall Bocock, 

Chair 
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North West Region Report 

 
 

The past year has been a busy one in the North West.   Our calls have been both informa-

tive and interesting.  The following are a few of the topics with which we have dealt over 

the last year.  

 

Libraries 
 
As in many other regions in the Province, libraries and the new structure of Library Co 

dominated much of our discussion.  Although the North West Region was not pleased 

with Library Coôs decision not to renew the ECarswell product, we were able to lobby to 

have that decision reviewed in coming years. 

 

The Thunder Bay Law Association (ñTBLAò) has been a very active participant in 

CDLPAôs Library Committee through the efforts of Mandy Fricot.  Mandy has also been 

participating in the regional calls and has made several excellent suggestions regarding 

enhancing the communication between CDLPA and the Associations. 

 

Courthouse 
 
TBLA has been very pleased with the progress being made around our new Courthouse.  

Not only has the location been announced, we have been very busy with meetings with 

Infrastructure Ontario and the consulting architects over design and function. 

 

Judicial Resources 
 
2008 saw the appointment of a new Superior Court Judge to Thunder Bay. While we are 

very pleased with the appointment, Kenora has expressed some concern that this appoint-

ment still leaves them with no sitting Judge.  Chief Justice Heather Smith had promised an 

appointment to the North West, but not specifically to Kenora.  Unfortunately, this has left 

a very imposing access to justice issue in this District. 

 

Kristen Bucci, 

North West Region Representative 
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North East Region Report 

 
Libraries 
 
The issue of libraries dominated meetings in the North East Region in 2008. In Timmins, 

the library became operational after a flood that occurred one and one half years earlier. 

That created peculiar problems with funding and operational budgets. It appears that those 

issues have been resolved and Timmins is now proud of its new library facility. 

 

Nardeo Sham visited the Timmins library and also met to review issues with respect to 

budgeting issues with respect to Temiskaming Shores. 

 

The anticipatory reduction of electronic services in 2009 caused some consternation for 

our members in 2008 but most associations took a wait and see attitude with respect to the 

newly revised tool kit. 

 

Two Lawyer Rule 
 
The issue of the two lawyer rule dominated the concern of the real estate bar at the start of 

the year. No significant concerns have been raised on that issue since. 

 

Courthouse Construction and Renovations 
 
Parry Sound is anticipating some renovations. There are some issues there relating to the 

female barristers change room and library space. 

 

The issue of a new Sudbury courthouse was the most significant development in the North 

East Region with some discussions and studies currently ongoing in anticipation of a for-

mal announcement. A meeting was held with the Attorney General and CDLPA represen-

tatives on August 27, 2008 in Sudbury.  Issues remain in Timmins and Sault Ste. Marie 

regarding their courthouse facilities. 

 

RCMAC 
 
A meeting was held with the Regional Senior Justices of both the Ontario Court of Justice 

and the Superior Court of Justice on April 3, 2008 with the issue of a new Sudbury court-

house dominating the discussion. 

 

Romauld Kwolek, 

North East Region Representative 
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Central West Region Report 

 
 

We are coming to the conclusion of my first year as Central West Regional Representa-

tive.   Central West is a large and diverse area, with Associations of all shapes and sizes.   

The common thread in the Region is a need for more judicial resources to meet the grow-

ing needs of our community.   The Judicial Resources Survey CDLPA prepared, and con-

tinues to advocate, rose from concerns expressed in our Region. 

 

Another initiative that arose from the Region was regarding incorporation of Associations 

and liability insurance of the Directors.   This study is in its initial stages, and a report and 

recommendations will follow in the future.  Presidents of each Association should be ad-

vising their Regional Representative as to the status of their Association and whether or 

not the Directors are insured. 

 

An area where the Regions diverge is with respect to the libraries.   Peel continues to have 

serious concerns regarding security, and use by paralegals.   Peel is addressing those con-

cerns as best it can in an ever-growing and diverse area of the province.   The other Re-

gions are having much fewer problems in these areas. 

 

Everyone in the Region is looking forward to the implementation of the Information Ex-

change Platform, and the opportunities that it will bring, particularly for the smaller Asso-

ciations. 

 

I look forward to another year as Regional Representative, and the continuing challenges 

of this Region. 

 

David Acri, 

Central West Region Representative 
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Central East Region Report 

 
 

Judicial Resources 
 

This remains an on-going and persistent problem in the Central East Region despite new 

appointments to the Superior Court of Justice and to the Ontario Court of Justice over the 

last year.  The Central East Region Presidents continue to meet with the Regional Senior 

Justice to discuss how they can work together to address some of the problems created by 

the lack of judicial resources and as well to constantly improve the workings of our courts.  

Justice Brown seems to be committed to making improvements where he can and York 

confirms that some of the changes Justice Brown promised have, in fact, been imple-

mented. 

 

Court Facilities 
 

These remain inadequate in a number of jurisdictions, particularly in Orillia and Muskoka, 

resulting in over-crowding in the hallways and inadequate consulting rooms.  Barrieôs in-

adequate/inequitable robing rooms have finally been rectified. Durhamôs new consoli-

dated courthouse is on schedule for completion at the end of 2009, although insufficient 

parking remains an outstanding issue. 

 

Library Resources 
 

For some jurisdictions, the deletion of eCarswell and the CCHôs from the regional librar-

ies has been a concern whereas for others, it has not.  York negotiated directly with 

eCarswell and arranged to have the product re-instated in its library at its own expense. 

No other jurisdiction in the Central East Region has done this. 

 

Library Co 
 

A number of jurisdictions experienced funding cuts from Library Co this year.  This was a 

concern as a number of jurisdictions had already cut back their collections substantially 

and were finding it difficult to make any more cuts. 

 

We will continue to work together to try to resolve issues as they arise and look forward 

to continuing to work with a great group of conscientious and hard-working Presidents. 

 

Esther Rosenberg, 

Central East Region Representative 
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Central South Region Report 

 
 

This past year can best be described as "all quiet on the Central South front".  Thankfully, 

we had few major issues to deal with.  But equally thankfully, we had very good people to 

ensure that those challenges were met head on. 

 

At the start of the year the 'two lawyer rule' in Real Estate was coming to an end.  It con-

tinued to dominate discussion for a time.  Ultimately, two Associations (Lincoln and Wel-

land) worked closely together on a way to implement the suggested fee guideline. 

 

Of course, changes to Library Co and adapting to the new Board and structure dominated 

the middle and latter part of the year.  Issues such as the LTD premiums, association sur-

pluses/deficits and the decision to not purchase certain products were concerns. 

 

Hamilton hosted the Ontario Court of Appeal in the late fall at a dinner extremely well 

attended. 

 

Waterloo was disappointed to learn that a law school would not be coming to its area. 

 

Haldimand struggled somewhat with its Revenue Canada GST audit ï a problem thank-

fully resolved in early 2009. 

 

Brant, one of the oldest associations in Ontario, entered the twenty first century by spend-

ing a good part of the year developing a web site. 

 

Norfolk held a successful 'intervention' with the lead of its president rescuing a member's 

life and career. 

 

I thank my group, both as individuals and as a group, for working tirelessly, with passion 

and without pay for the efforts they put in on behalf of the lawyers in their respective As-

sociations.  Their insights, work and collegiality are second to none.  My job as been a 

breeze because of them. 

 

Daniel J. Rosenkrantz, 

Central South Region Representative  
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East Region Report 

 
 
Court House Renovations 
 

At present, Lanark, Frontenac and Hastings are at various stages of negotiations with the 
provincial government relating to the construction of a new court house or renovation to 
existing court houses.  In each case, the negotiations have been onerous and frustrating.  
These three associations have encountered problems with the Province over funding, ap-
proval of plans, security issues involving municipalities, and actual location of the new 
court house. 
 
Renfrew County, Stormont, Dundas and Glengarry and Leeds and Grenville are pleased 
with their court houses which have either been built or renovated within the last five years. 
 
Judicial Resources 
 

Much like the rest of the province, the East Region has suffered from the lack of judicial 
resources.  Over the past year, Stormont, Dundas and Glengarry has received a further Su-
perior Court appointment which has addressed some of the delays in the administration of 
justice.  Similarly, the County of Carleton has instituted a pilot project involving the ap-
pointment of a new Master and this has greatly alleviated the delays in the Family Court 
practice.  Being a large region, the East has experienced problems with judges travelling to 
the westerly limits of the East Region, which means that some associations have had Court 
dates cancelled. 
 
Real Estate 
 

Much like the rest of the province, the East Region has been learning to cope with the 
ñtwo lawyer ruleò.  In addition to this, the lawyers in the East Region are coping with the 
new client identifications/verification rules. 
 
Libraries 
 

The changes in the desktop delivery of electronic products, for local associations, have 
been met with mixed response.  Generally, the response has been one of acceptance but 
there have been letters written to LibraryCo objecting to the changes.  Those associations 
who have been most vocal are pleased that CDLPA is listening to their concerns and hope 
that some modifications can be made to the delivery of electronic resources. 

 
Michael Johnston, 

East Region Representative 
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South West Region Report 

 
 

Essex OCJ  
 

Essex (Windsor) has experienced repeated difficulties with the functionality of the On-

tario Court of Justice, and in particular the family court.  Scheduling difficulties, backlogs 

and delays in dealing with child protection matters were of particular concern.  After some 

initial difficulties, the Essex bar was able to arrange a Bench and Bar meeting, including 

the Regional Senior Justice McGowan to address the concerns. Once an effective dialogue 

was opened between the bar and bench, significant progress was made to ameliorating the 

situation.   

 

Elgin Courthouse Saga 
 

Although an announcement was made by the Ontario government some years ago that El-

gin (St. Thomas) would receive a new courthouse, no progress has been made to date on 

the construction.  A stalemate exists between the local municipal council, who want the 

existing historic building renovated, and the government, who want to construct a com-

pletely new building.  The existing building is a beautiful Victorian building, but is com-

pletely impractical to try to renovate into a properly functioning courthouse.  The Elgin 

Law Association is being severely and unfairly criticized in the local media for its position 

against the renovation proposal.  CDLPA is attempting to assist by providing public rela-

tions resources, and by raising the issue at the court services meetings with officials from 

the AGôs office. 

 

Lambton Courthouse issues 
 

Renovations are currently underway to the existing building to address various safety and 

structural concerns.  However, the flow of information about the project plans is ex-

tremely problematic.  The users of the building, while formally consulted, do not feel that 

their concerns are heard, or their positions respected.  Often items which were decided 

upon at various meetings are later arbitrarily changed without any further consultation or 

input.  Again, CDLPA is trying to assist by bringing these issues to the attention of the 

pertinent individuals within the AGôs office. 

 

Janet Whitehead, 

South West Region Representative 
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Toronto Lawyers Report 

 
 

We in the Toronto Lawyers Association (ñTLAò) are working on education programming 

through ñnutshells" - which have always been and remain the "best deal in town" - for 

quality and focused continuing legal education. We hope to introduce, in addition to our 

usual after-work format, some more casual and topical options in the courthouse over 

lunch and some more ambitious programming for skills-honing in the fall. 

 

We plan to continue the bench and bar "soirees", the inaugural one having been well re-

ceived by both the insurance defence bar and members of the judiciary who attended that 

event on November 27, 2008. 

 

The TLA had the privilege of honouring our member Ronald Slaght for his civility initia-

tives which have changed the shape of practice among the "civil" litigators in Toronto, 

and TLA members who have committed themselves to the Association in Defence of the 

Wrongly at our Awards of Distinction ceremony on February 12, 2009, with Chief Justice 

Heather Smith in attendance, among many other dignitaries, to pay them tribute. 

 

The TLA continues to represent Toronto and give a voice to Toronto lawyers on various 

legal initiatives.  Most recently, the TLA has been invited to put forward a representative 

to sit on the Ontario Justice Education Network Toronto Committee, and we will be seek-

ing a membership position on the Law Society's Equity Advisory Group. We continue to 

have representation on the CDLPA Executive and have recently participated in a dialogue 

along with other legal organizations about the continuation of the Ontario Criminal Law 

Offices. 

 

The TLA expects to contribute to the call for submissions on a law reform proposal of the 

Law Commission of Ontario about the manner in which jurisdictional issues are dealt with 

in cross-border litigation. 

 

Jessica Kimmel, 

President, Toronto Lawyers Association 

 

www.cdlpa.org 



 

 

The County & District 

Law Presidents’ Association   

L’Association Des Bâttoniers 

De Comtés et Districts 

CDLPA Annual Report — 2008 Page 13 

Soles and Smalls Sub-Committee Report 

 
Over the course of the last year and on a forward going basis, CDLPA has undertaken the 

following initiatives to assist the LSUC Preliminary Project Plan of the Working Group 

on Implementation of the sole practitioners and small firms.  It has done so in conjunction 

with the LSUCôs Preliminary Project Plan of the Working Group on Sole Practitioners 

and Small Firms. 
 

Proposed Information Exchange Platform 
 

This enhanced and redeveloped information platform will link and disseminate informa-

tion to practising lawyers through an interactive exchange of information between and 

among lawyers in Ontario, local law associations, the CDLPA Executive and its commit-

tees.  This will allow the CDLPA Executive to better gauge the Presidentsô and local asso-

ciationsô requests, needs and directions in order to assist the practising lawyers in their 

tasks.  Moreover, such an ñinformation portalò will allow us to be able to deliver to the 

LSUC, in a timely fashion, information by virtue of newsletters, CDLPA Executive up-

dates and, in turn, communicate to practising lawyers late breaking information regarding 

the regulation and status of practising lawyers in Ontario.  It will afford the efficient and 

timely return of information in response to information queries from CDLPA (and also 

stakeholder input initiated by the LSUC). 
 

Invitations to Law Schools to Involve CDLPA Representatives at Events  
 

A general request was made to Law Schools and student law student associations across 

Ontario regarding CDLPAôs wish, in cooperation with local law Associations, to attend 

job fairs and market and explain the benefits of small town communities and living within 

them. 

 

Attendances at Articling and Career Job Fairs 
 

Representatives of the CDLPA Executive and certain law Associations will attended the 

Osgoode Hall Law School job fair at York University on November 13, 2008.  Issues 

highlighted at the event included personal testimonials from small firm and sole practitio-

ners in communities outside of large urban centres.  In addition, attendance at the job fairs 

in the spring of 2009 also bolstered this effort. 

 

Randall Bocock, 

Chair, Soles and Smalls Sub-Committee 
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CDLPA’s Response to the Civil Justice Reform Project  
 

 

The Honourable Mr. Coulter Osborne was asked to lead the Civil Justice Reform Project 

("CJRP").  Its mandate was to review potential areas of reform and deliver recommenda-

tions for action to make the civil justice system more accessible and affordable for Ontari-

ans.  The CJRP was to take into account certain principles:  access to justice for both rep-

resented and unrepresented litigants; proportionality of the time and expense spent on liti-

gation and the amount or principal at stake; ways to foster litigation culture change with-

out relying solely on rules and regulations; and, perhaps most importantly to CDLPA, a 

recognition that one size does not fit all ï different jurisdictions have different needs. 

 

The CJRP got off the ground in June 2006 and consulted widely ï including with 

CDLPA.  We prepared a lengthy set of suggestions and recommendations to the CJRP in 

2007 after consultation with you, our members.  In late November 2007 the CJRP released 

its massive and comprehensive report to the then Attorney General, the Honourable Chris 

Bentley.  With the objectives and principles in mind, the Project recommended changes to 

the Rules of Civil Procedure, several statutory amendments, suggestions for scheduling 

practices for the judiciary and best practices for the profession. 

 

CDLPA immediately swung into action and, again, with consultation from you, the prac-

tising lawyers of Ontario, prepared a detailed and thorough response to the 81 specific 

recommendations.  Our report, dated April 2, 2008, supported many of the recommenda-

tions made, challenged some others and made some independent recommendations.  For 

example, we strongly supported the notion that the AG's office needs to consult the Fed-

eral government and analyze the need for an increased complement of Superior Court 

Judges.  We disagreed with the notion that litigation lawyers should prepare "budgets" for 

their clients and we demanded an increase in civil legal aid funding. 

 

Throughout the summer of 2008 the AG's office set up a committee to explore ways in 

which certain of the recommendations could be implemented.  Again, we were invited to 

attend and did participate on this committee. 

 

We continue to push for certain reforms suggested in the Report (including amendments 

to the Civil Rules committee). 

 

Daniel J. Rosenkrantz, 

Chair, Civil Justice Review Project Sub-Committee 
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Judicial Resources Survey Report 
 

 

In 2007, the CLPA Executive decided that the issue of judicial resources must become a 

main priority for CDLPA.  A comprehensive survey was distributed to the law Associa-

tion Presidents.  The survey results were then tabulated, analyzed and compiled into a Ju-

dicial Resources Survey Report, which was released to the law Association Presidents at 

Plenary in May of 2008. 

 

Fifteen specific recommendations were included in the Judicial Resources Survey Report, 

which include: 

 

¶ The development by the AG of consistent time standards for each step in the litigation 

process; 

¶ Ensure judicial staffing levels are sufficient to meet the above time standards; 

¶ Measurement of actual times in each jurisdiction to ensure compliance with the above 

standards; 

¶ The use of trial coordinators and other administrative staff to schedule dates; 

¶ Ensure judges presiding over specific subject areas have specialized knowledge and 

training in that subject area; 

¶ The use of teleconferencing and videoconferencing should be encouraged in the con-

text of routine court attendances; and 

¶ An increase in the availability of on-site mediation services, and interpretation ser-

vices where numbers warrant, at each courthouse for family matters. 

 

The Judicial Survey Resources Report was provided to the Attorney-General for Ontario 

in late May, 2008.  Although some informal discussion has occurred between the CDLPA 

Executive and the Attorney-General, arrangements are being made to schedule a specific 

meeting to discuss in detail the contents and recommendations within the report. 

 

Plans are now underway to develop a follow-up survey in order to measure what, if any, 

changes in the timing of steps within the litigation process are being experienced in each 

jurisdiction.  This follow-up survey is anticipated to be circulated in 2009. 

 

Janet Whitehead, 

CDLPA Executive Member 
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CDLPA’s Information Exchange Platform (IEP) 
 

 

Since May of 2008, the IEP has been the focus of much effort by the CDLPA Executive.  

On May 8, 2009, the CDLPA Executive released to the law Association Presidents, ver-

sion one of the IEPðan interactive information exchange forum and website for the 

CDLPA Executive, local law Associations and all practising lawyers in Ontario who wish 

to participate.  The IEP is scheduled to go online on June 1, 2009. 

 

Some Features and How it Works 

 

For Lawyers OnlyðCertain aspects of the IEP will be accessible to lawyers only, namely 

lawyers who subscribe to CDLPAôs IEP.  For others, such as members of the public, me-

dia or non-subscribing lawyers there will be access to helpful links, general statements 

about CDLPA and local law Associations and other media information.  For practising 

lawyers, there will be no fee for subscribing to the IEP. 

 

Interactive Map of OntarioðBy clicking on the map of Ontario, there will be a link to the 

website for each local law Association.   

 

Communications ForumðThis feature is effectively a forum for the exchange of ques-

tions, comments and ideas for the practising lawyers of Ontario. 

 

Survey FacilityðLawyers will be able to request, receive and analyze lawyersô responses 

to various surveys related to the broad range of CDLPA issues and initiatives. 

 

Links to Other ServicesðDirect links to information services for the practicing lawyers in 

Ontario.  In addition, there will be certain links made available to the public and media to 

also assist with the plight of practising lawyers in Ontario. 

 

Major CDLPA InitiativesðThe IEP will contain various initiatives that CDLPA has un-

dertaken over the course of the last several years on behalf of practising lawyers.  Within 

each topic area a document library will be created and contain historical and current pa-

pers, submissions and general information on each CDLPA initiative. 

 

Randall Bocock and Janet Whitehead, 

Co-Chairs, IEP Working Group 
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Court Services Committee Report  
 

 

The CDLPA Court Services Committee was formed to work with local associations to 

improve court facilities and to address ongoing issues facing litigation lawyers. 

 

To that end, the CLDPA Court Services Committee meets with officials within the Court 

Services division of the Attorney Generalôs office as well as the Facilities Branch. Two 

such meetings were held in 2008. Those meetings were preceded by province wide tele-

phone calls with Court Services representatives appointed by participating law associa-

tions in Ontario. In addition, the Court Services Committee met with Infrastructure On-

tario in 2008 and reviewed the progress of various projects undertaken pursuant to the Al-

ternative Financing and Procurement process (ñAFPò).  This included court facilities in 

Durham Region, Kitchener-Waterloo and Thunder Bay. The Court Services Committee 

also reviewed the status of projects not yet under construction, including court facilities in 

Frontenac, Halton, Quinte and Sudbury. 

 

The committee also participated in recent initiatives by the Ministry of the Attorney Gen-

eral to respond to the challenge of designing facilities to accommodate persons with dis-

abilities. 

 

The committee also received a presentation from the Facilities Management Branch in 

2008 with regard to how the Ministry forecasts future courtroom space. 

 

CDLPAôs Court Services Committee will continue to work with the Ministry of the Attor-

ney General and Infrastructure Ontario and local associations to advance the need for ade-

quate court facilities. 

 

Robert Zochodne and Kristen Bucci 

Co-Chairs, Court Services Committee 
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Family Law Sub-Committee Report  
 

 

Family Law Working Group 
 
The chair of the CDLPA Family Law Rules Committee attended a number of meetings 

with the Family Law Working Group, discussing with representatives from the AGôs of-

fice proposed amendments to family law legislation. Also involved in those consultations 

were representatives from OBA and the Advocateôs Society. This process culminated in 

the tabling of Bill 133 which incorporated some of our suggestions including Pension re-

form under the Family Law Act. Together with other family law practitioners on the 

CDLPA executive, in early 2009, CDLPA will forward to the AG, its position with re-

spect to the proposed amendments. 

 

Shortage of Child Protection Lawyers 
 
Romuald Kwolek, along with Justice James are co-chairing a committee looking into is-

sues dealing with a perceived shortage of child protection lawyers, especially in the north. 

 

A survey was circulated to CDLPA representatives at the May 2008 plenary and to other 

family law practitioners across the province. In addition, a legal aid sub-committee was 

struck with Justice Sherr as its chair. A third committee was struck which will organize a 

dinner bringing together Judges, students, and lawyers practicing family law to encourage 

recent graduates to practice child protection law.  A letter was also sent to the Federation 

of Law Societies expressing a desire that family law be added as a required course in any 

Common Law Degree programme. 

 

This group is to present its preliminary findings to the family law steering committee early 

in 2009. 

 

Family Law Rules Committee 
 
Patricia Meehan was a member of the subcommittee dealing with the amendments to Rule 

15 of the Family Law Rules and Romuald Kwolek was a member of the subcommittee 

investigating a standard form of restraining order in Family proceedings.  CDLPA does 

not formally have a seat on the Family Law Rules Committee itself, but has successfully 

nominated a representative for that committee, Christine Tory. 

 

Romauld Kwolek, Janet Whitehead and Patricia Meehan, 

Co-Chairs, Family Law Committee 
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Professional Governance Committee Report  
 

 

In September of 2008, the CDLPA Executive struck a Professional Governance Commit-

tee, which has subsequently worked towards submitting for consideration to the law Asso-

ciation Presidents in Plenary, a commentary and position paper regarding issues of the 

LSUC governance and potential reform.   

 

On May 8, 2009, CDLPA released to the law Association Presidents, its draft Commen-

tary and Position Paper (ñReportò) on the issue of the LSUC governance structure and its 

reform.  The Report is to be deliberated upon by the law Association Presidents at 

CDLPAôs Plenary in May of 2009.  CDLPA will submit the Report to the LSUC and 

hopefully, be able to address Convocation on the subject of the Report later in 2009. 

 

Considerable effort has been undertaken in the review of existing structures, deliberation 

on the objects and purposes of the LSUC and the recommendations concerning reform 

and amendments to the governance of the LSUC.  The recommendations are intended to 

enhance transparency, further govern the LSUC in the public interest and increase partici-

pation, engagement and input by lawyers, and other legal service providers, in their self-

governance. 

 

Throughout the LSUCôs august and unique history, it has previously re-cast itself to per-

petuate its duty as the rightful body of self-governance for the legal profession.  Lawyers 

know that self-governance has a price, but that price is simply the wage for affording a 

rigorous and independent Bar the opportunity to continue as a touchstone of a free and 

democratic society.  That laudatory and essential object is perhaps the greater compensa-

tion paid to the public in exchange for an avid, but self-regulating, legal profession. 

 

Randall Bocock, 

Chair, Professional Governance Committee 
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Legal Aid Committee Report  
 

 

On December 9 2008, members of the CDLPA Executive met with Attorney-General, 

Chris Bentley, to discuss a number of issues.  Of particular importance to the Legal Aid 

committee was the presentation to the Attorney General of CDLPAôs report as to the cost 

analysis of the three Criminal Law Offices (ñCLOò).  CDLPAôs report confirmed the cost 

ineffectiveness of the CLOôs in comparison to the Judicare system.  CDLPA has long ac-

knowledged the valuable role the CLOôs play in their outreach endeavors, however, our 

report confirms the Judicare system is a far more cost effective way of delivering legal 

services on a case by case basis. 

 

As indicated earlier, there were other 

issues discussed during our meeting 

with the Attorney General, not the 

least of which was the Legal Aid tariff 

and the tariff review mechanism. Al-

though the Attorney General ac-

knowledged Legal Aid was a top pri-

ority to his Ministry and an issue of 

daily concern, he was most uncom-

mitted as to when to expect any tariff 

review. 

 

As part of the Attorney Generalôs Justice on Target initiative, Esther Rosenberg and Ken-

neth Hall met with Justice Durno, Mr. Kenneth Fletcher of the Attorney Generalôs office 

and their counsel.  This project is very interested in hearing all suggestions with regard to 

moving cases along in a more expeditious manner through the courts. 

 

CDLPA recently received a request to be on the Legal Aid Ontario (ñLAOò) Gladue Com-

mittee.  Gladue legislation requires judges to take into consideration a clientôs Aboriginal 

heritage when dealing with such a client before the courts. LAO has received a number of 

complaints regarding counsel not being familiar with the sections of the code or the prece-

dence in dealing with Aboriginal clients and has set up a committee to set minimum stan-

dards for a Gladue panel. 

 

Kenneth Hall and Esther Rosenberg, 

Co-Chairs, Legal Aid Committee 
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CDLPA Library Committee Report  
 

 

The first challenge that law Associations have faced arising from the November 2008 Ple-

nary was the change in provision of electronic resources and most particularly the deletion 

of eCarswell and CCH products from the electronic products supplied by Library Co.  

That issue remains alive and it is believed that library staff are working with Library Co to 

revisit the Core Collection List with a view to filling gaps created by this change. 

 

It was necessary to improve the flow of communication among the Library committee, 

local associations, the CDLPA Executive and Library Co.  It is believed that there is pro-

gress being made in this area but the committee will be discussing that issue regularly and 

often.  There have been many excellent suggestions from members of the committee. 

 

Library Co advised that it would be reviewing the issue of salaries, which have not been 

reviewed since 2003, that Library Co had hired a consultant and that the consultant would 

be in touch with CDLPA and others to meet with the consultant to consider the issues 

arising out of salaries and other such issues. 

 

The Committee heard from some members of the committee that there were concerns 

about the level of service being provided by LSUC pursuant to the Administrative Ser-

vices Agreement.  It was agreed that the committee would strike a subcommittee com-

prised mostly of librarians, the purpose of which was to develop a report regarding areas 

where it was perceived that the level of service by LSUC fell short in meeting the objec-

tives of the administrative services agreement. 

 

I have encouraged the regional representatives of the Library Committee to continue to 

participate in CLDPAôs regional monthly teleconferences. I encourage any member of an 

association to contact the Library Committee members in their region to discuss matters 

of concern with regard to libraries. 

 

Funding libraries continues to be a challenge.  The cost of library resources continues to 

increase. In these difficult economic times, we must be mindful of the potential for de-

creased funding and must be creative in looking for ways to meet the needs of our mem-

bers for legal information, whatever the source. 

 

Robert Zochodne, 

Chair, CDLPA Library Committee 
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Real Estate Committee Report  
 

 

This year saw some changes in the Real Estate Committee.  Long-time chair Clare Bru-

netta has completed his long and distinguished service on the Committee, and CDLPA.  

Many thanks go out to Clare for his dedication and hard work over many difficult years 

for the real estate bar.   Sally Burks has joined the Executive as the new chair of the com-

mittee. 

 

Outsourcing by the lending in-

stitutions to ñclosing centersò, 

reduced fees and reduced vol-

ume plague the real estate bar.   

Add to it the increased require-

ments regarding identification, 

and powers of attorney, and you 

have a sector of the bar that is 

facing real and substantial chal-

lenges to continue to offer real 

estate services.   Flexibility and 

diversity would appear to be key 

elements of survival over the 

next while.   Real estate lawyers 

should familiarize themselves with powers of sale and foreclosures, improve their rela-

tionships with bankers and realtors, actively pursue refinance work, and cultivate referral 

relationships with other firms or sole practitioners that do not offer real estate services. 

 

As with all booms, a bust will follow.   It is a good opportunity to review practices and 

procedures, and develop other areas of expertise, until the next boom inevitably occurs. 

 

CDLPA will continue to monitor the situation and advocate for changes and improve-

ments to aid the real estate bar. 

 

David Acri, 

Member, Real Estate Committee 
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Licensing and Accreditation Working Group Report  
 

 

In 2008, the LSUC and in particular the Task Force on Licensing and Accreditation com-

pleted a comprehensive review and analysis of the continuum of legal education in On-

tario; including the: 

 

¶ Current law school curriculum; 

 

¶ Professional responsibility and Skills Development Program; and  

 

¶ The present Articles of Clerkship program; 

 

The ultimate goal was to determine whether these three components of legal education 

were meeting the goal of delivering a competent lawyer into the legal services market.  

CDLPAôs Licensing and Accreditation Committee  responded to the request for input by 

the Law Societyôs Task Force in its Consultation Report (the ñReportò). 

 

A final submission was provided to the Law Society on June 4th, 2008.  In short, it was 

determined that articling is an integral part of legal education. If there are issues with the 

ability of students to obtain articles, the underlying reasons must be examined.   

 

It was recommended that the current law school curriculum be revisited at this stage, to 

determine its effectiveness and that that perhaps the professional responsibility component 

be revised and included in the law school curriculum. 

 

Kristen Bucci, 

Chair, Licensing and Accreditation Committee Working Group 

www.cdlpa.org 



 

 

The County & District 

Law Presidents’ Association   

L’Association Des Bâttoniers 

De Comtés et Districts 

CDLPA Annual Report — 2008 Page 24 

CDLPA Executive 2008 

 
 

Chair    Randall Bocock 

Vice Chair    Robert Zochodne 

 2nd Vice Chair and East Region Representative Mike Johnston 

Past Chair    Paul Kowalyshyn 

North West Region Representative  Kristen Bucci 

North East Region Representative  Romuald Kwolek 

Central West Region Representative  David Acri 

Central East Region Representative  Esther Rosenberg 

Central South Region Representative  Daniel J. Rosenkrantz 

South West Region Representative  Janet Whitehead 

Toronto Lawyers Assocation Representative  Richard Wozenilek 

York Vacancy    Patricia Meehan 

CDLPA Appointment   Ken Hall 

Library Chair    David Thompson 

Real Estate Chair   Clare Brunetta  

Executive Assistant   Kelly Lovell  
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CDLPA CHAIRS 
 

Willson McTavish, Q.C.   1980 ï 1982 

Colin McKinnon, Q.C.*    1982 ï 1984 

Douglas Thoman, Q.C.   1984 ï 1986 

Lloyd Brennan, Q.C.*   1986 ï 1988 

Nancy Mossip*    1988 ï 1990 

Michael OôDeaÀ    1990 ï 1992 

David Lovell    1992 ï 1994 

Harrison Arrell*   1994 ï 1996 

Richard Gates*   1996 ï 1998 

Johanne Morissette*    1998 ï 2000 

Lawrence Eustace   2000 ï 2002 

David Sherman   2002 ï 2004 

W. Ormond Murphy   2004 ï 2006 

Paul KowalyshynÀ    2006 ï 2008 

Randall Bocock   2008 ï Present 
 

*      Now of the Ontario Superior Court 

À      Now of the Ontario Court of Justice  
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